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General overview 
In the months preceding the consultation a period of civil and political unrest had caused the event to be postponed several times; at one point it was thought it would not be possible to hold it all. The impact of children’s involvement in the demonstrations was discussed during the meeting. 

With the cooperation of the co-organisers – The Foundation for Child Development, the Thai Health Promotion Agency, the Centre for Protection of Children’s rights, Office of Welfare Promotion, Protection and Empowerment of Vulnerable Groups, UNICEF - the event took place on 23rd June 2010 at 14 October 73 Memorial on Rachadhamnen Road, Bangkok. 
The postponements resulted in a smaller number of participants and organisations being able to attend than had been anticipated. (Participants list attached: appendix 1)

Because of the uncertainty about holding the event, the consultation facilitator undertook to gather information from a number of organisations in different parts of the country using the ‘Infringement Chart’ model used in the consultation. This has provided valuable detailed information about the play rights of children in specific locations or situations (attached as appendices 2 - 10). These combine with the consultation documentation to create a fuller picture.
The consultation: various activities were arranged during the meeting. In the morning, there was a consultation meeting of people whose work deal with child development at policy level: Ms.Sukanya Wechasin, the representative of Office of Welfare Promotion, Protection and Empowerment of Vulnerable Groups, Ministry of Social Development and Human Security; Mr.Sanphasit Khumprapant, member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, Thailand; Ms.Kemporn Wirunrapan, the representative from Child Media and  Director of  Foundation for Child Development; and representatives from Wat Duangkae Community (the pilot area of ‘play for development’ in Bangkok). Mr.Son Trong (PHD candidate from Aberdeen University, Canada) presented photographs of children, emphasizing play which children like the most. There was also a performance of Mon dancing by children of Mon migrant labors who are working in fishery factories in Samutsakhon Province. These migrant labourers are from Burma. Moreover, there was a performance of children and teachers from Sisakate Province telling about folktales which also give moral teaching about gratitude for parents, as well as dancing of the elderly from the same province which depicts a soul-calling ceremony (Some ethnic groups in Thailand believe that every human being have “Kwan” or souls. If one of the Kwans leaves, the children will fall sick.)
During the meeting, there are activities for children from many organizations e.g. TK Park, The Foundation for Child Development, The Life Skills Development Foundation, Rakthai Foundation and Centre for Protection of Children’s Rights.
In the afternoon, participants were divided into 3 groups with 5-6 members for each group to discuss and brainstorm about problem analysis and obstacles of child’s right to play in Thailand.
A report of the ‘serious and frequent’ infringement discussions and outcome 
- Most Thai parents or families tend not to see the importance of play of children. They want children to have a tutorial class and compete with their counterparts to get a seat in the famous universities to get well paid  - parents don’t want their children to face insufficiency. In parents’ attitude, playing is a waste of time and is not the right way to optimize time. They think that the right way to manage time is to study in order to enhance academic knowledge. Children are required to help their family; for example, they need to work to support their family so a good education is important to get a well-paid job or with good welfare benefits.  
- Parents neglect their children and don’t have time for them. They don’t promote playing because of financial factors and weakness of society; for example, fights between parents, which causes violence, divorce and neglect. Parents let caregivers take care of children for they have to work in industrial or agricultural sectors and this causes emotional problems in children e.g. loneliness, asking for attention, etc. Parents need to go to work early so they leave children to play by themselves or take care of themselves. Children are left with the elderly in rural areas, and with babysitters in the cities. For migrant worker communities or communities of displaced people both in the cities and along the border, children are left to play on their own, which may cause them to play in unsafe places or play inappropriately. 
Some children play computer games at internet café or play in nature unattended. 
- Sometimes children get accidents from playing because parents and caregivers don’t understand child development through playing. As a result (of lack of understanding) child development is not promoted according to the age. For rich people, they can send their children to study abroad.
- Attitude towards playing: government and public officers don’t understand child development through playing. They lack skills and knowledge to invent and apply natural materials to make toys in order to response to children’s needs, for example, designs of toys are still general. There is no emphasis on toys for disabled children or special children. And there is no center to take care of children aged between 0-3 years old near parents’ work place because employers don’t emphasize on welfare of children. Government and local officials don’t see the importance of child development and don’t provide welfare for children and families.
- Related persons e.g. parents, caregivers, social workers, psychologists, teachers lack knowledge about playing and don’t see the importance of playing. They also lack skills of applying playing into teaching at the same time. In addition, Thai education doesn’t emphasize Active Learning but on learning by heart (by rote), competition and academic success. It measures standard of learning and divide results of learning by grades. There still lack persons who are working in this field and who can give advice to children, including listen to problems. This causes children to find wrong solutions e.g. using drugs, forming gangs or racing motorcycles.
- ‘Playing Space’ in this place means physical feature of the space; for example, playgrounds, playing spaces in communities. In these areas, it is found that there are not enough suitable equipment for children’s age. The equipment is not repaired and taken care of. Some of them are broken or run down so it may cause danger for children. For the playgrounds and playground equipment in child shelters (residential centres for children at risk etc), they are really for younger children and not suitable for children who are staying there. Some areas are changed to become football field which only specific groups of children can or want to use, not children in general. For example, football is considered a good alternative activity to avoid using drugs so there are many football fields but they don’t think about girls and younger children (towns and rural).
- Media: Children lack opportunities to participate or do creative activities which they can design by themselves. They spend most of their time on playing games and surfing on the internet and TV or imitating superstar.
Key discussion points from your consultation
- Parents don’t pay attention to playing. They don’t have time for children and neglect them and don’t encourage them to play. Moreover, they often don’t set a good example for children (e.g. drinking etc) to be an example.
- Related persons e.g. babysitters, teachers and government or public officers/ organizations lack knowledge, understanding and skills to promote playing concretely.
- Play spaces are risky or dangerous. Environment which children are staying in is not suitable or dangerous.
- Values: parents control children’s play or choose expensive toys for them. Parents think that good children are children who are very polite courtesy and shy. Parents don’t want children to play with natural materials and there are not enough natural play spaces in the cities.
- Some groups of children aren’t encouraged to develop themselves through playing especially, children with special needs or physically disabled children. It is found that there is not enough production of toys which respond to their needs. 
- Babysitters or caregivers lack skills and competence to take care of children and to prepare equipment. Besides, they cannot create new activities which respond to play. Some teachers who teach young children don’t graduate from early education and have many responsibilities. 
- Children in rural areas especially, elder children need to take care of younger siblings. Sometimes they lack experiences and skills to understand how to promote playing in younger children.
- the Thai Government should carry forward child development through play to national agenda, including set measures to manage and prevent risks from playing.
A selection of ‘case studies’ or ‘stories’ selected by the facilitator: 
· In the case of migrant children, it is found that most of migrant schools are not establish officially. Mostly they rent land or a house to build a temporary education centre. Migrant children are staying at temporary houses which have only space for living. So they don’t have space to play. Some of them play in dump sites. Besides, they are afraid to go to play at playground, school or temple because they may get arrested for being illegal migrant workers.    
· Child migrant labours start working when they should still be at school. They don’t have a chance to develop and study because they have to work to earn their living. Most of child migrant labours come from Burma. Because they are working they don’t have a chance to play. Thai caregivers often have problem communicating with migrant children.
· Children in the cities don’t have space to play. They play in a bathroom or limited areas. Physical areas in the communities are not enough or if there are, the areas are not allocated for playing. In additional, it lacks facilitators and activity leaders to take care of playing.
· In 3 southern border provinces children cannot play outside house because there is random, sporadic violence.
· Playgrounds are adjusted to be sport stadium for promoting sports or raising campaigns against drugs but not for promoting various types of playing.
· Parents’ attitude towards playing with natural materials. They think that civilized children should not play with soil or sand. They are afraid that children will get dirty and diseases. Parents tend to buy expensive toys which are guaranteed by manufacturers that they are suitable for child development. Some parents send children to go to tutorial schools with the belief that it will develop giftedness/ talent of children. But they forget that the core of child development comes freedom of playing in nature: children will have a chance to interact with nature. Nowadays, we provide only toys and spaces for children according to their age but there is no interest in allowing them to playing of children in nature. 
· Providing opportunity for children can help their development; for example, Autistic students in kindergarten and primary level from Sisakate province win academic competitions. A representative teacher confirmed that giving children a chance can help their improvement.  

· Because of the economic situation many parents from rural area work in the cities and must leave their children with relatives (usually grandparents) to look after. Because the grandparents are elderly and people in rural areas have a lot of work to do, the children are often neglected and left to their own devices sometimes in risky or vulnerable situations. Children can be exposed to violent computer games and films.
· In slum communities, children spend time with parents helping to work in the markets etc but may also spend a lot of time playing in the computer game shops. Slum communities do not have safe places to play.

· Children with disabilities particularly children with intellectual disabilities are considered unlikely to be able to gain benefit from play and so it is only expected that basic needs should be met.
Facilitator’s interpretation of the outcomes of the consultation 
 พ่อแม่ Parents
· Parents don’t have knowledge about playing that it is important for child learning and development. Parents push children to study early and schools emphasize on competitions and academic success of teachers, which make children feel stressful.
- Authorities in the provinces are not aware that playing necessary for child development (They have negative attitudes towards playing).
ผู้ที่เกี่ยวข้องกับเด็ก Related persons
· Staff members who are responsible for taking care of children lack skills to support playing process as well as understanding about natural playing of children, which is on the basis of inseparable bond between children and playing; for example, a child took marbles to play at school and was punished. Children are pushed to go to library during noon break.
· There is a lack of persons who organize suitable initiatives and safe playing in response to children’s need and to encourage children to participation.
พื้นที่และสภาพแวดล้อม Environment
· Lack of various and suitable space for playing during daytime
· Children are at risk in unsafe playing space.
· Physical area for playing is not suitable and can be dangerous to children; for example, unclean water ponds, steep mountains, overgrown forests where poisonous animals live.
· In rural areas, although there are natural playing spaces, the playing spaces are not attractive for children. Sometimes, they lack learning places and facilitators to take care of children.
ชนิดของการเล่น หรือลักษณะการเล่น Types of playing
· There are no activities and playing equipment. Children play freely and play in nature; for example, stones, soil, sand or dumps. Sometimes environment is dirty and risky for them to contract diseases.

· The equipment is out of date and old. It needs regular repairs which may cause dangers to children.
· The quality of equipment is low and is not suitable for children’s age. Playground equipment is not suitable for children aged between 7-18 years old for most of the equipment is more suitable for young children than the old ones.  
· Playing is replaced by television, computer and games. Children spend too much time on technology.
· There are few creative activities which promote development, learning process, thinking process and match children’s needs.
· Risks or dangers from playing: it is found that children both young and elder children died from accidents while they are playing during school break and after school. 
เงือนไขของสังคมและวัฒนธรรม รวมทั้งความเชื่อ ทัศนคติ 
Social and Cultural Conditions including beliefs and attitudes
· Adults’ attitude towards playing: they think that playing means building expensive playground equipment, which cannot be played in rainy season because it gets dirty and children may get sick and cannot be played in dry season because it is sunny and children may get sick as well. Children are not allowed to play in woods or near waterfalls because spirits will make them sick. 
· Islamic children lack experience of playing according to their age. Boys and girls cannot play together. Girls have to wear head covering or Hijab when they reach the age. 
ข้อเสนอแนะ Suggestions from participants
· Allocate space for playing which is suitable for child’s age and for children who have physical and intellectual impairments.
· Enhance skills and caregiving techniques for staff or teachers to help them create varied and innovative activities for children, including adjust attitudes of teachers.
· Encourage using natural toys and not specific toys and equipment that can only be used for one thing
· Raise awareness and promote knowledge of playing, including arrange time for playing and give details about suitable playing for children of each age and ability e.g. physically disabled children.
· พัฒนาให้มีอาสาสมัครนักเล่นประจำชุมชน (Community Play Worker)
· Set up Community Play Worker systems so that communities each have a playworker to promote and support play
· Government policies should focus on measures to manage problems for children or accidents which can happen to children (i.e. there is no measure to improve organizations dealing directly with children; for example, closing Local Administration if it is not safe for children.)
· Media should help promote play. 
· Looking back at the old days to find out how our forefathers arrange play for children and adjust existing toys from the local wisdom of forefathers and using ‘Sufficient Economy Theory’ (self sufficiency) to make toys for children. 
· Using the 8 subjects of learning which are in the curriculum determined by Ministry of Education as tools to design new playgrounds. It can be divided into learning stations and let children play freely in each station. By this way, children are not aware that they are learning (Children may not be interested in some of learning stations so we need to use psychology to encourage them to play and pass all 8 substances of learning according to Ministry of Education). 
· Integration of playing, learning and activities in order to connect playing and teaching
· Find out how to make teacher able to arrange as much learning activities as possible
· Government should build capacity for people around children e.g. family, community, school to make them be able to create a chance for children to play through learning activities; for example, learning community through games.
· Standard which should be emphasized is enough and safe spaces for children, including management of playing spaces not to rely on only Child and Youth Development Act in Year 2550 (2007). 
· Raise on the agenda of the National Reform Assembly

Action as a result of the meeting

· Build network regarding play within the Creative Space network (Foundation for Child Development)

· Seminar regarding play for children with disabilities will be organized by the Foundation for Disabled Children

· Publicity in newspapers has brought interest

· Raise the profile of play within the policy/agenda of the Council for Children and Youth

หมายเหตุ Remarks
· Mr.Sanphasit Khumpraphant will follow up and monitor the presentation of Thai representative who will present report on Child Development under Convention on the Rights of the Child, Thailand including  raising questions and suggestions to Thai government concerning with Article 31. 
Additional evidence

The information from Dr Adisak Ponkanpim Faculty of Medicine Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahidol University: in a year Thai children who die from accidents and violence amounts to more than 3000, injured more than 2million. In this amount 1/3 comes from materials and equipment that are found nearby the children; of these accidents form play equipment in playgrounds are approximately 72,400 per year, over 50%. The cause is that the ground is hard/cement, play equipment isn’t stable or strong. 

Appendices:

1. List of participants

2. Infringement chart: Centre for Protection of Children’s Rights(mainly concerned with child protection from abuse)
3. Infringement chart: the Foundation for Child Development (concerned with children growing up in disadvantaged or difficult circumstances)
4. Infringement chart: Children’s Safe House(residential house for orphaned children both Thai and foreign )
5. Infringement chart: Rak Dek Foundation(the Thai Life Skills Development Foundation working in Northern Thailand)
6. Infringement chart: Ranong province (children of migrant families)
7. Infringement chart: Refugee children (COERR)
8. Infringement chart: Shan IDP (School of Hope)
9. Infringement chart: Srakaew (FXB Foundation – working with children affected by HIV and AIDS)
10. Infringement chart: Ubon province rural children in special education centre and children affected by HIV AIDS
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