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I. General Overview

Lebanon Consultation Day at Padova Hotel, Sin el Fil

The Consultation Day took place on April 13, 2010, coinciding with the Lebanese War
Memorial, reviving children's rights, and determining our position with regards to child's
right to play (article 31).

The consultation was held in the presence and under the patronage of the Higher Council for
Childhood Dr. Elie Mikhael and with the participation of public and civil society such as
ministry of work, ministry of interior and organizations as well as NGOs from different
sectors: child labor, Palestinian children, toddlers, refugees and children with problems with
the law... from all Lebanese regions.

The idea behind the Consultation Day drew the attention of all people involved with children
rights violations. 22 participants enthusiastically discussed the infringement against
children’s right to play; interestingly, the participants responded to the call quickly and thus
shared before, during and after the consultation, which is a positive point. It is necessary to
build a future for the sustainability of the project, particularly because the participants
represent several sectors and regions of the country. They were all committed to give children
in Lebanon their right to play.

The event was covered by the media. Press releases were published in different newspapers
and broadcasted on several TV channels (Enclosed copies of press releases.)

Attendees called for a follow-up meeting due to the importance of the topic.

Il. Program of the consultation day

A minor change occurred in the scheduled program, since the time allocated for the
identification of key infringements took much longer than expected, thus the whole program
was extended for an additional hour.

The original program:

09.30 - 10.00: Arrival and reception

10.00 - 10.15: Opening of the meeting

10.15 - 10.30: Introduction to the International Association for Play

10.30 - 10.45: Ice breaking

10.45 - 11.00: Introduction to the workshops on infringements of the right of the child at play
11.00 - 12.00: Workshops

12.00 - 01.30: Conclusions and identification of infringements

01.30 - 02.15: Lunch break



02.15 - 02.45: Identification of the main factors
02.45 - 03.15: Recommendations to the Government
03.15 - 03.45: Future actions

03.45 - 04.00: Evaluation and closing

Amended program:

09:30 - 10.00: Arrival and reception

10:00 - 10.15: Opening of the meeting

10:15 - 10.30: Introduction to the International Association for Play
10:30 - 10.45: Ice breaking

10:45 - 11.00: Introduction to the workshops on infringements of the right of the child at play
11:00 - 12.00: Workshops

12:00 - 02.30: Conclusions and identification of infringements
02:30 - 03.00: Lunch

03:00 - 03.30: Identification of the main factors

03:30 - 04.00: Recommendations to the Government

04:00 - 04.30: Future actions

04.30 - 05.00: Evaluation and closing

During the consultation day a file was distributed to the participants and included:
1. Apen
2. Abloc note

The program of the consultation

The checklist of the infringement chart

Participant background
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I11.Participant detail

Name Title Organization Sector
Talal Awada Fun’s Club NGO that works
Club des enfants with children in
schools
Samah Farran Social worker NISCVT NGO that works
Beit Atfal with Palestinian
Soummoud children
Lara Chlela Vice president Jeunesse Sans NGO working
Responsible of the Frontieres with children
children’s program
Bilal zein Eddine Supervisor of Amal Educational NGO working
activities Institution with students
Joelle Cherfane Social worker Caritas Liban, NGO working
migrant center with refugee




Amal Wehbe Coordinator for High Council for Public
cultural file Chilhood
Janine Naufal Representative of Lebanese Union for | NGO working
Lebanese Union for Child Welfare on child rights in
Child Welfare Lebanon
Nazha Chalita Ministry of Labor Public
Sr. Lamia Ziade Member of the Caritas Liban NGO working
Council of Caritas. with children
Social Worker and youth
Fadi el Far Trainer Sawa group NGO working
with children
and youth
Nisrine Salameh Regional human Right to play NGO working
Resources officer with children
and youth
Fadia Hoteit Professor Lebanese university | Public
Charbel Abi Nader President Syndicate of NGO working
nursery with director of
day cares
Daad Ibrahim Facilitator PPM NGO working
with conflict
resolution, arms
control, child
soldiers
Rita khawand Project coordinator KHAYAL Theatrical
organization
specialized in
puppets
Hussein Sakr Director Echoes “Asdaa” NGO working
with
Wafa Issa Monitoring and Right to Play NGO working
Evaluation officer with children
and youth

Rita Deaibess

Social worker

Interior Security
Forces

Public working
with everyone
including the
children with
problems with
the law

Zeinab Tueni

Medico-social worker

SOS Kassarnaba

NGO working
with children in
need of family

Ghadir Houmani Beyond Director in Beyond Association | NGO working
South Lebanon with children
and youth
Zeina Hobeich Educational AFEL NGO serve
coordination orphaned

children or social




cases and their

families
Hind Mazraani Responsible AFEL NGO serve
educational orphaned

children or social
cases and their
families

Zaki rifai Honorary president SAWA group NGO working
with youth and
children

Salma Fawaz Field coordinator A.L.P.H.A and NGO working
enfant du monde with displaced
children

IVV. Opening Speeches
There were 3 inauguration speeches;

Mrs. Maria Assi, the programs’ manager at the YMCA of Lebanon said: “It is the right of
every child to play safely in all spaces, without being exposed to the hazards of mines and
cluster bombs.

Consultations started with an invitation from the IPA to 8 countries including Lebanon; and
today we come together to identify the violations of the right to play and we will refer our
recommendations to the government that will implement projects which help to reduce them.”

Following that, the Director General of the Higher Council for Childhood, Dr. Elie Mikhael
stressed on the importance of play, and we quote: “At the national level, the Higher Council
for Childhood was created. There are traditional rights of children (health, learning ....) and
non-traditional (the right to play). Full rights are indivisible; we cannot prefer a right to
another and cannot drop the right of the child to play which has a significant impact in
building the personality of the child and ensuring positive communication with his social
environment.

The right to play must be available for all children. This right is not only for children aged 7
years and above, but is very important in early childhood as well.

Here lies the partnership of the Higher Council for Childhood and private associations
specialized in child related matters and the YMCA of Lebanon and Beyond association who
are partners in many programs related to children's rights; at the end of the day we must
have specific programs, legislations, trainings, to meet the child's right to play.

Lebanon has long suffered from multiple wars and lots of its children were ripped off the
right to play.



Thanks to the YMCA of Lebanon and Beyond Association for their work with IPA on the
consultation day. The YMCA of Lebanon is a leading youth organization working across the
country with massive experience in children related matters through camps, capacity
building and voluntarism; an experience that earned the YMCA of Lebanon its representation
with IPA

We shall strive together to raise our voices to the child rights committee in Geneva that meets
every year to discuss and support related topics. ”

Finally, YMCA Lebanon’s CEO, Mr. Joseph Awad wrapped up the opening speeches saying:
“3 words sum up the work of the YMCA of Lebanon and its development: Body, Mind and
Spirit.

These 3 words have brought together all YMCA of Lebanon missions around the world.
Three words that the YMCA of Lebanon believes in, working towards the support of
development and youth. In fact, the YMCA of Lebanon originated the basket ball game and
spread it around the world; the YMCA of Lebanon is a key supporter to the child right to

play.”



V. Infringement Chart

Infringement table #1

Child labor
Use of children in Cancellation of the Children working in No time to | Children are
Infringements of arduous number_ o_f allotted _tim<_a to play and th_e holid_ays and play working
children’s play rights long hours prohibited | replace it with another leisure / instead of
them from playing activity (lesson, help playing because of
parents ...) their need

Scale and effect of the
problem

Time does not allow children to express themselves

Not to engage in social life

Reduction of children’s ability to think about their future

Incompatible with the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Social isolations

The work of children effect him on physiological (hostile - lack of communication), mental (non-learning), physical (injury
disabilities)

Concerns children of
which age?

From 3 to 18 years old

Applies mainly to
which children?

- All ages, races and regions
- Participation in the cultivation of tobacco and olive harvest
- All kinds: Girls - Boys - disabilities - students pupils - Lebanese or non-Lebanese - rural or urban

What causes this
situation?

Challenges and non-optimal conditions

Low level of living below the poverty line

Large family

Low cost of living

- Family: Low cultural and economical level of the family

- Government: non-application of compulsory free of charge education
- Society: the cultural level of the surrounding community does not encourage
- Education: Non-application of laws

- Parents: acquisition of a profession, to increase the family income

- Economy: bad economic situation "poverty"

- Social: Separate families

- Customs and traditions in the community concerning the girls

Whose responsibility?

- Family / community / government / policies
- Schools and educational bodies
- Government: government policies




- Parents: get children to go to the labor market - lack of awareness of the importance of learning
- Employers: admission to employment of children under the legal age

- Reports of the Ministry of Labor

i 2
Other evidence? - Reports of Official institutions , universities and associations
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Infringement table # 2

Infringements of
children’s play rights

School
- Lack of - Compression of the | - Playground - Lack of space | - Prohibitions on | - Children
sport and arts daily program reduces | schools are smalls | dedicated to children by playing in the
teachers in most | the free time of the - Reduce the small businesses | administration school (lack of

public schools,
and thus
extracurricular
activities

- School is
not equipped
with equipment
to play

child who chooses
how he wants to play
- Intensive course
that’s why most of
children spend the
majority of their time
in school instead of
playing after school

importance of

sports activities for

normal children
and distinguish
qualified children
- Teachers are not
trained to use
interactive method
such as play as a
mean of education

forcing them to
play around
adults

- The playground
is not equipped
for all age
groups

(running, noise...)
- Children spend
most of their time
doing homework
- Neglect hours of
sport in schools
and consider it as
entertainment
hours

hours of sport
and recreation;
lack of activity;
lack of
equipment; not
to give
importance to
sports)

- Homework
compression
prevent the
child from
playing (density
of material)

Scale and effect of the
problem

- Psychological pressure on children hinders the educational process

School dropout
Early work for children

Concerns children of
which age?

From 3 to 18 years old

Applies mainly to
which children?

- Private schools

Most of the school children in particular the official schools are not interested in topic of play

What causes this

- Educational programs are not included in schools activities=> unequipped schools
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situation?

Lack of qualified playground for sports activities + equipment

Lack of conviction of the officials of the importance of play

Non existence of qualified animators

Giving more importance to study instead of play

- Consider playing a waste of time instead of physical and mental educational

- Ministry of Education + government agencies NGOs
- - training of cadres Teachers
I)
Whose responsibility* - Educational programs Parents
- Director (Administration) Laws

Other evidence?

High rate of drop-out from schools

The lack of artistic sense + sport ....for students = Non-participation in the marathon (for example)
Studies on the drop-out

Statistics from the Ministry of Education and Centre for Research and Development
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Infringement table # 3
Summer Activities

Infringements of
children’s play rights

- Lack of participation of children in summer activities

Scale and effect of the
problem

- Big and leads to a failure to develop personal skills for children and contributes to the poor performance of children
in life

Concerns children of
which age?

From 4 to 18 years old
From 4 to 15 years old
From 6 to 18 years old

Applies mainly to
which children?

- Girls and boys of all nationalities, in the countryside and cities, workers and non-workers, vagrants and others
- All members of society

What causes this
situation?

- Family: Do not allow to participate, lack of awareness of parents of the importance of these activities, the lack of
geographical criteria and others

- Community: refusal of the community for these activities or accept the participation of young boys only

- Organizations: Organizations that considered some of the activities contrary to their beliefs

- Government: the absence of educational curricula, lack of financial and logistical support

- Surroundings

- Unusual circumstances: wars, earthquakes (South), refuge

- poor economic reasons

Whose responsibility?

- Family
- Organizations
- Surroundings

- Community
- Government
- Non financial conditions

Other evidence?

- Extrapolation of reality
- Reports
- Studies and Research

13




Infringement table # 4
Disabled

Infringements of
children’s play rights

- Disabled | - Not taking into
children don’t | consideration the

play situation of children with
disabilities in places
allocated to play if it is
found

- Not to give children
with special needs the
right to play (gardens,
schools...)

Scale and effect of the
problem

- All Lebanese regions — all those with special needs have a great deal of importance
- Affects: children - parents - Community — siblings
- Influence on: the integration of children and the growth of their abilities and their personality

Concerns children of
which age?

- From 0 to 18 years old

Applies mainly to
which children?

- All children with special needs, without exceptions (for Lebanese and other nationalities / different communities /
different regions)

What causes this
situation?

- Delay application of the law protecting people with disabilities
- Policy is not exhaustive and applicable to all Lebanese territory
- The lack of specialized schools for all the needs of the disabled
- Cost of premiums and the concentration of specialized schools in major cities

Whose responsibility?

- The state has not adopted the policy of social growth
- Civil society institutions
- Ministry of Social Affairs

Other evidence?

- Reports of the Ministry of Social Affairs and NGOs
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Infringement table # 5
The role of parents in play

Infringements of

- Prevent the
children from
playing outside
and inside the
house

- Disregard of
parents and

- Parents don’t play
with their children
- Kids doesn’t play
because parents want
them to study
- Adults set the house
rules for play (where,

- Lack of parents
awareness of the
importance of play
and its impact on
physical and mental
health for children
- Not allowing

- School children
are also working: to
help parents in the
home works

- To assist parents
in the business, to earn
extra money after-

- The children have
games

- Involving girls in
domestic work, paid or
unpaid

- Lack of space to play
at home, limit the

children’s play rights adults for the how, who) children to play in the school movement of the child
right of kids to house because of - Lack of control and playing
play disturbing family and by the state, parents - Child or parents
neighbors and educators on the hesitate to participate in
quality of games on the games organized by
the market such as: associations belonging
gone ... and harmful to non-religious
games to children community in his area
- big

Scale and effect of the
problem

- Psychologically (mental structure) the reflections—> lack of communication
Educational: school dropout

Concerns children of
which age?

- From 0 to 18 years old

Applies mainly to
which children?

- Girls, boys, Lebanese, foreigners, children in rural and urban areas

- All members of society

What causes this
situation?

- One of the reasons is not giving an opportunity for parents to play

- Not realizing how important is to play as a need for the child on different levels: physical, mental and emotional

development

- Parents feel disturb during play
- Pressure in the pattern of life, lack of time allocated by the parents for their children

- Lack of money that leads to child labor (assisting the family in agricultural and house works)
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- Parents give great importance to the study than to playing

- Family poverty lead to non-possession of games

- Parents look for their comfort instead of their children’s comfort

- Parents Control on their children’s leisure time and laws that lead to the absence of free play
- Excessive protection

- State Media
Whose responsibility? - Parents Schools
- Community

Other evidence? -
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Infringement table # 6
Media

Infringements of
children’s play rights

- Media does not allocate enough space for the subject of play and its importance in the child's life

Scale and effect of the
problem

- The presentation of consumer programs rather than awareness and education for children and parents

- The influence of religion and politics on programs

- Lack of interest of media organizations, on special programs related to children’s toys and entertainment
- The development of the intellectual level of the child

Concerns children of
which age?

- This problem affects more the following age groups: from 0 to 3 years from 12-15 years from 15 to 18 years old

Applies mainly to
which children?

- Overall, all segments of society
- All children

What causes this
situation?

- Employ the media to serve the basic goals for certain categories
- Directing the media - a definite trend

Whose responsibility?

- Family

- NGO’s

- Policies that affect communities
- State: no information policies

- Media

- Community

Other evidence?

- The absence of and / or weakness of the studies and statistics that prove the previous
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Infringement table # 7
Children with problems with the law

Infringements of
children’s play rights

- Children with - Violation of rights of

problems with the law children with problems with the

customize: law to play within the prisons
One hour a week to play, (not to give enough time to

one hour of entertainment, | play)
three hours free time, but
it’s not sufficient for
Children with problems
with the law

Scale and effect of the
problem

- Important level / hostilities
- Psychological pressure/ isolation/ non-discharge/ introverts
- A negative impact on all family members

Concerns children of
which age?

- From 15 to 16 and from 15 to 18

Applies mainly to
which children?

- Children with problem with the law within places of detention

What causes this
situation?

Overcrowding in prisons and sharing out the rest places on all prisoners staying in jail
There are no juvenile specific programs
Stereotypes about children arrested
- The incompetence of a working multidisciplinary team to monitor educational-entertainment policies to develop the
personal

Whose responsibility?

Administrative and the judicial system
Ministry of Interior and Social Affairs
Community and civic organizations

Other evidence?
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Infringement table # 8

The role of municipalities and war

Infringements of
children’s play rights

- Restricted clubs
to a particular
category of society
and lack of clubs
in villages and
rural areas

- Preference for
the construction of
buildings instead
of public places,
parks and gardens
- Beirut forest and
Sannayeh Park

- Removal of
games by one of
the municipalities
to use the space as
a parking lot for
one day and has
not been returned
"One week
commemoration,
of a close person
to one of the
politicians,"

-Lack of safe spaces
available for
children’s toys
-Children don’t play
because there are no
public parks
-Selection of family
games is sometimes
inappropriate to the
age of the child and
interests (fireworks,
pistol ...)

-The absence of the
opportunity to play
for children because
they do not have a
place and qualified
people to entertain
them

-Loss of the
common spaces
allocated to play
because of the
economic situation
in some areas
-Lack of green
spaces in cities
and available
gardens to play
-Failure to answer
to civil society
organizations
demands to
maintain play
areas, which poses
a risk on the safety
of children who
consider
alternatively
streets as their
place to play

- There is no
club in the
neighborhood

- Enforce the
division of
playing places
by age groups in
the sports areas
- Mandatory
Lebanese
Nurseries a one
square meter of
green space for
each child

- Children do not
play in villages
but between
cluster bombs

- Crash of games
and lack of
maintenance in
public parks

- Non-allocation
of spaces so far in
most
municipalities to
ensure safe
spaces for
children

-Disturbing the
people of
neighborhoods
with the cries of
children which
prevents them
from playing in
the streets (with
no alternative)
-The spread of
cluster bombs
and mines in
various regions
of Lebanon
from the
Lebanese civil
war and Israeli
wars

-Low number of
municipalities
interested in
creating
recreational
centers for
children,
"public parks,
playgrounds,"

Scale and effect of the
problem

- At the level of the whole country - all groups and classes
- The impact of the "children's health - safety - the quality of their play - sleep - mental health
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- Creating differences among children from the age category and one (discrimination and marginalization)
- Weakness of awareness that reflects in civil conflicts

Concerns children of
which age?

- From 0O to 18 years old

Applies mainly to
which children?

- All children

What causes this
situation?

- The spread of cluster bombs: reasons: the absence of the imposition of related laws

- Policies that require the establishment of public spaces for recreation - Green

- Not asking the community in this area

- Failure to implement laws that require the establishment of play areas for children

- The absence of people familiar with the needs of children in official positions (municipality ...)
- Non-claim for the family

- Non-involvement of the family in local politics

- Lack of planning

- Non-involvement of young people and give them a role in development projects

Whose responsibility?

Government - Parents (claim)

Municipalities - The Zionist enemy (the presence of bombs and mines)
Civil Society - UN Security Council (maps and mine)

Citizens

Other evidence?

Media reports
Daily inspections
Statistics
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Infringement table # 9
Harmful Games

Infringements of
children’s play rights

- Children don’t
share collective
games and they
only want
electronic games
which increase
their violent
reactions

- Electronic games are
cheaply provided and
its misuse limits the
physical, intellectual
and psychological
movement of the child

- consumer
lifestyle is fast

- Published issued
forbidden to play
by religious
institutions

- Harmful
games to
children

- Fireworks
"crackers

- Mandatory
monitoring of
electronic games
that are played
with the children
- not online -
DVD

-Limited access
to parents to
provide
opportunities
for their
children to play
-Children
working for
long hours,
eliminates the
time allocated
to play

Scale and effect of the
problem

- So important

- A negative impact:

1. Children:

- The risk of bodily harm
- Self Suppression

- Disability

- May cause a child to juveniles school
- Burns (Harmless games)

2. Parents
3. Community

Concerns children of
which age?

Lifestyle, the possibility of family: all ages
Abusive games, pistol, electronic games: From 9 to 18 years and from 6 to 18 years old

Applies mainly to
which children?

All categories

What causes this
situation?

- Family, community, government and politics (not control), the circumstances and extraordinary challenges (economic,

child labor)
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- Ignorance of the parents of the negative impact of the harmful games and the importance of play in the development of
capabilities and the growth of the child

- The absence of policies

Lack of enforcement of laws relating to child labor and control

Family, government, municipal

.
Whose responsibility? Parties, traders, media

Other evidence? - Live Certificates

22




V1. Serious and frequent infringement discussions

After the infringements were identified by the group, the discussion moved to identify the
important, critical and frequently encountered infringements.

The group came up with the following:
1- Violations that were considered very important:

e The absence of facilities to play in public places, associations and municipalities

e The absence of facilities for playing at home and the difficulties imposed by the
parents in this area

e The non-existence of playground and necessary equipment and or the lack of a
specialized team and the difficulty in finding time for play in the educational curricula

e Infringements taking place against persons with challenges to play such as lack of
adequate places and necessary equipment for them

e Child labor deprives children of play at large

2- Encountered violations more than others:
e Existing infringements at the houses caused by the small spaces, and lack of
motivation for parents toward their children to play
e Lack of playing in public places, parks, clubs.....Due to lack of their presence, which
negatively affects the children
e Infringements taking place in schools due to the lack of playground or areas and
specialized team to manage and organize games.

VII. Key discussion points

Participants were involved in the debate to shed light on several matters relating to play and
children's rights and it was clear that during the day, participants were interested in this issue
expressing the importance of continuing the work and meetings after this day, and not to stop
at this point, but to spread it to other relevant topics. It also showed their willingness to
organize meetings and participate in advocacy to ensure the rights of children to play.

On the other hand, the debate showed that there are some associations interested in the child's
right to play, through advocacy that should encompass a wider section of interested groups.

The most important point is the absence of public policies and strategies affecting the right of
the child to play. The participants focused on the importance of developing these policies and
their application in all fields especially that policies apply nationally compared to local
initiatives or small scale by association

The meeting was an excellent venue for the participants to network and collaborate sowing
the seeds for a possible consortium for advocacy

23



Finally, it was clear to the participants the importance of education and training for all
workers in the field of children to develop their capacities and competencies at different level
(educational bodies, school administrations, animators in the clubs and associations ...)

VIIIl. Case studies or stories

1. From “Peace Permanent Movement”:

My Right to Play ""Convention on the Rights of the Child*"
My right to Protection ""Convention on the Rights of the Child"'

Based on these rights and other rights Mahmoud went out to play in his garden.

The incident occurred in the town of Al Sultaniyeh, one of the southern villages, where the
Israeli war left behind hundreds of cluster bombs, and this is the case of several villages in
South Lebanon.

Mahmoud a six-year-old was playing in the garden outside his house, and is there a safer
place than his home garden?

And without being aware, he got close to a cluster bomb, which exploded, putting an end to
his life, the bomb exceeds the strength of one hundred children together.

Mahmoud is one of thousands of children who chose to play in the wrong place at the wrong
time; playing was the price of his life.

2. From “Right to play — Lebanon”

The Lost Chance of Play

Beirut, April 19, 2010

8-year old Mohammed walks up and down the same street in the afternoons. He comes across
a person parking his car on the side of the street. He waves signals “to the lefi... to the right.
Yes. No. a little bit more...” That would be one of the incidents he uses to amuse himself.

| was heading to the flower shop down Mounla Street in Beirut, residence of a fairly well-to-
do population, when he came across. | could guess he is a beggar from the way he looked at
me while approaching. | was ready with my reply though, as usual when beggars try to stop
me, saying “May Allah help us all”. But I was stunned in my place when he said, “Buy me a
toy, please. I don’t want money.” He struck me with his low voice and shy tone. This started
the conversation.

Mohammed wanted a car operating by a remote control. He lives in Heye As-Sellom, an
underprivileged area in the Southern Suburbs of Beirut. The third child among six, he and his
siblings do not go to school because the parents are unable to afford the expenses. The
children instead are sent to the streets every day expecting people’s charity. “If I go to
school, I would play with my peers during the recess,” he said, “here I have to be calm so
that people would give me something.”
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Mohammed is not doing well in his “profession” as a beggar, I could tell. He stops in front of
the toy shop window gazing at the colorful toys, wishing to have one of his own

3. From “Lebanon”
Play is in Danger

A woman appeared on a TV documentary a few weeks ago. Her outcry was loud and
appealed to all officials. She is a member of the Parents Committee in her children’s public
school. The school lacks spacious playgrounds, which pushes children to play in nearby
spaces outside the school (public roads busy with cars - cemetery next to the school).

The woman expressed her concern for this tragedy at the level of infringements on children’s
right to play and its negative impact on the psyche of the children and their growth. She also
appealed to all government and NGOs in order to find a solution to this critical problem.

The question is: Are there any other schools that suffer from the same problem?
Who will start solving such problems?

IX. Interpretation of the outcomes of the consultation

Discussions during the meeting shed light on the overall infringements taking place against
children’s right to play. It was obviously clear that children’s right to play was not a public
priority in the country. There are no clear, written and executed strategies by the country.

There are many indications of lack of respect of this right:
e Lack of public places to play
e Lack of public playgrounds and parks
e Lack of play equipments and tools in schools
e High cost to join private clubs
e Lack of providing enough time for play in school programs
e Lack of interest in play during holidays
e Lack of specialists trained (ex: games’ animators)
e Increase in the number of working children
e Lack of areas of play in houses or in front of homes
e Lack of parents encouraging meaningful play
e Absence of play for juveniles in prisons
e Security conditions prohibiting play in certain times and places
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e Therisk of playing in some places

On the other hand it is clear that the number of NGOs working in this field is increasing
and this is a positive indicator. Participants who attended this meeting have their own
experience and knowledge in many areas, and it’s clear that some government bodies
show some commitment such as the Higher Council for Childhood in the Ministry of
Social Affairs.

Also we recall that there’s a relationship between the level of poverty and the available
opportunities to play. It turns out that the higher the level of poverty is, the less the right
to play is preserved, and that’s for many reasons.

Lebanon is a country keen to secure the rights of its citizens, but it’s very important to
focus on and support children’s right to play in public policies and strategies or during
implementation, through the behavior of educators.

X. Message to government

Based on what has been discussed during the consultation, participants agreed to address the
following points with the government:

1 - Development of educational programs in schools:

e Introduce play in the educational curricula along with weekly allocations to that
effect

e Find places to play in schools for all ages

e Secure material and equipment to play

e Organize training courses for teachers on this subject

Parental awareness on the importance of play in the growth of the child:
e Organize workshops to educate caretakers

Provision of support to municipalities in the right of children to play:
e Secure areas and public parks by the municipalities
e Educate municipal officials on this subject

Clearing cluster bombs in affected areas in southern Lebanon. Cluster bombs limit the
ability of children to access and play in green spaces. The clearing should be

complemented by awareness

Provision of support to organizations working to ensure children’s right to play through
summer activities, investment in clubs dedicated places to play
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Rehabilitation and equipping of places for people with challenges to enable them to
interact and integrate with others in fulfillment of inclusion principles

Preparation of specialized programs about the right to play in the media
Setting control process over games that incite violence and supporting educational games

Reduction of the worst forms of child labor to make way for the enjoyment of the right to
play

To work with stakeholders in the country, especially the Ministry of Interior and the
prison administration to organize recreational outreach awareness programs

Training of staff in associations working in different child related sectors on the
importance of the right to play

XI. Taking action

At the level of groups:

e Establish of a sub-committee to formulate a common agenda for a draft action plan

e Continue after the meeting through e-mail and meetings to support the topic

e Would consolidate work to secure information on the exercise of the right to play in
Lebanon (documents, information, research ...)

e Establish a national committee from the audience and the public and private sector to
advocate for this right

e Relay the message to the concerned Ministries of Labor / Education / Youth and
Sport, Social Affairs and media ...

e Network with other associations concerned with children’s right to play

e Identify:

1. Violations in other countries

2. Policies to reduce them

At the level of associations:
e The institutionalization of processes
e The involvement of associations in supportive projects to the group
e Monitoring and intervention:
1. Training
2. The implementation of the (exchange of experience)

e Establishment of joint ventures
e Documentation of the steps
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e Raising awareness about the rights of children to play in schools, associations,
parents...

3. At the level of the group and abroad:
e A supportive group of specialists, experts, academics and jurists
e Workshops to educate the vicinity of the right of children to play
e Constant communication with the Assembly to play.

XII. Evaluation

The evaluation was based on a scale from 1 (not useful) till 5 (very useful) addressing all
aspects of the day including work groups, logistics and processes

The evaluation of the day came as following:

With reference to the 1% question: To what extent has the consultation event achieved the
purpose of identifying infringements of the child’s right to play, recreation and leisure? The
answer came as follows: 16 people out of 22 responded “4” which means that, 73% agreed
that the objectives of the consultation were clear and understandable.

Concerning the 2™ question: Please rate how useful you found each main part of the
consultation event in terms of achieving the goal of identifying infringements on the child’s
right to play, leisure and recreation; the answer varied between “4” and “5” on the scale,
which means that the participants got more and more involved in the overall objective of the
day and were aware of the violations against the children’s right to play.
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As for the 3" question: How would you rate the background information provided about the
project; the majority of the participants (12 persons) answered “4” on the range which shows

28



a high rate of 55% rate followed by 36 % as almost very useful. This background was
sufficient to understand the whole meaning and on what focuses the consultation day.

Q3: Information

Evaluation
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A40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

Information
Evaluation

Regarding the 4™ question: Which part of the day did you find most useful or interesting?
The results came out with 3 main topics: work group; infringements identification and
recommendations. The most voted topic was the infringement chart discussion (work group)
with a rate of 41% followed by identification of infringement with a rate of 36%; this implies
that, NGO’s were and still are interested in working to address violations against Article 31

of the Convention of Child Rights; and they are aware of the violations that are made against
the rights to play due to the high percentage on the work group topic.

Q 4: Useful training section

W work groups M discussions H infringements B recommendations

m futur plans M all sections Blank
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As for the 5™ question: Which part of the day did you find least useful or interesting? Only
one person did answer this question by saying that the reconstruction of the entire chart was
less useful due to the existence of the chart, which was completed in a previous activity.

Relating to the 6™ question: Please describe how you will use what you discussed today in
your work; the majority of the 22 participants (11 persons with a rate of 50%) said that they
will transfer the proposition to their NGOs and 27% (6 persons) answered that they will
initiate awareness workshops in their NGOs. This concludes that the discussion made during
that day might see the day; and that the awareness workshops on the art.31 of the Convention
of Child Rights might be initiated in several NGO’s.

Q6: Application of lessons learned
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As for, the last question: Please rate the organization of the consultation event; the overall
organization of the consultation was rated as:

v’ Location: 50 % found it very useful

v Refreshments: 41% found it very useful

v Organizing institution: 77% found it very useful
v' Facilitator: 65% found him very useful

Q7: Overall organization
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77% (17 persons of the 22 participants) gave “5” to the organization component, as for the
facilitator he got the highest rate of “very useful”: 91% (20 persons of the 22 participants).
That leads us to say that the overall consultation was a great success in its entirety.
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Annexes

The completed “infringement chart”

The completed “participant background forms”

Photographs of the chart

Photographs that illustrate “infringement”

Data sources/ bibliography for any information

Notes or documentation of any consultations/conversations with children

Photos of the consultation

. Media coverage
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A. The completed “infringement chart”
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Infringement table # 2
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Infringement table # 3
dndua cllalis

Infringement table # 4

pall cilblail) b JikY) A8 L. 4 -

Jikll G48a Jo cilas
u.aﬂ\gé

B\gﬂ\ @ d\sla‘}” 1) Caa ‘; (.\AL.M} d\sbm w‘ Q\JL@.AH a_m.u (.\Jc A.A‘ Lﬁj}; BJ*\S-

A<l il g 5 giesa

Bul18 N4 oe - | L. Iy
1015 04 o - | Ol JBLY) e
u18 6w -

e 5 (i) clale e 5 Calalall aall s iyl (8 clpindl 43S (e lasay il - S e
5yl 8l - JURY) (e ) Ao

Glbadl) gl

L e 5 Al aall Huled) Jigiane cclbliill ods ZuaaY JaV1 o 5 e AS LA Fleadl pae 15 -
il Ji pae 5 cilpaall 48 jlie Ji5 o) cillaliall s3] aiaal) i axe :aainall -

Llainal Agilia UaLaH) (any et Al Clabaiall cilalaiall -

a5l g ool el axe ey il malio e il e Sall-

Ll -

s sad ((@siall) DOV cosa dle e Cay k-

Ay abatl Glud -

t.d;..d\- BT

¢ Ga Al gigena

fa Sl R
e e oy b Ll -
&0 ) gl - ‘s oay L
[ 3L cual

Sl g bl ja -

ol
37




¢ 90 Jihay) elhc) axe - g blel pe - Y s exall Jlalayi-

i Al ClaliaY) | b o seall JuilaY) Osialy
(el (3 sall ) canll Laaidl KLY
Caas 5 131 el

Jikll G48a Jo cilas
u.aﬂ\gé

¥l e aS L8 Ll aalll clalaayl 50 JS - Al GRGA OS5 sl -
5533 — aiaall — JaY¥I - JULYI e i -

A<l il g 5 giesa

.18 0w

Cdagiaall JUkY) s

JUlY) (e g o
Glbadl) gl

O el s 0518 (gly LA -
Alalll sl Y1 S e Bidaay Alls e Al -

O saal) Dlaliia) LK Aaiadio ol dgagale - ) &-Il.\ui
Ao laa) Akl Auluw (A8 a2 daall - ¢ .3 .
Cra Al ggmua

i) aainall Clnssa -
elaia¥) Gyl 3)) )5 -

LlaY) Glmaadl s e laial) (o5all 3 ) 5y ol -

38




Infringement table # 5
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Infringement table #6
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Infringement table # 7

LAREQY]

iy slhel axe) G gandl Jala canlll 3 Slaa¥) (3 sha gl -
(el S

Uanad 1dlaaly)

Clelu o ya iy cileln &6 g ill delu il e sul del
"ol Gilaay 48l e

A0l / age (5 e -

gl pte [ SS) i Lain [ Al e ) [ S

5 u¥) 3 JS Ll il ulSas) -

M\Jﬂiﬂj&w

4u18 15 e 5416 1

5 e

C&éd@."\mﬂ\ J&Y‘ A

a1 Ll Jals Slaayl-

d&hﬁ\i\ O L,Si uk-
Glanil) gulald

izl b Cpan sl oY 3 IS e dal i) (SLel apuiiy () gandl 8 Ui

O g8 gall JlalaY) olad Audaaill 5 lal)
uinall s dpad i) olad¥ dugd 35 Abali 4 g 5 Al aa ) cllabaiaV) daxeie Jao il dga g ade s Jandl (3 )8 3:S axe -

Al Qe

Sl sl 5 50
e Laia ¥l (il 5 02l 5 ) 5
Ay cilalaial s aaingll

¢ (Al gipsa

Adla) Cpal

42




Infringement table #8
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Infringement table # 9
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B. The completed “participant background forms”
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C. Photographs of the chart
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D. Photographs that illustrate “infringement”
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E. Data sources/ bibliography for any information

1. Right To Play conducted a pre-assessment for some children in UNRWA schools in
mid 2009. The following are the findings of the assessment.

Procedure: Three sessions were held with 3 samples of children from the 5 UNRWA schools in
two Palestinian refugee camps. Children represented grades 1 — 4 elementary. The samples
included male and female students, with ages ranging between 6-10 years old. Total number of
students interviewed was 53 children.

The one-hour session included introduction, name registration, game/icebreaker, and discussion
about why they like school days, participation in regular PE classes in school; engaging in play
outside school; conflict-solving methods; reason for preferring one teacher to another; and
favorite games they play.

Though all children were given chances to talk, yet 3 and 4 graders were more comfortable to
react. Replies came as follows:

v 99.5 % of the children love school days, mainly because of “learning and friends”.

v' Less than 1% complained about the early morning get-ups in the cold, and fear of punishment
if assignment is not completed.

v 100% of the children confirmed they play in the school yard: before entering the class at the
beginning of their day (morning or afternoon shifts) and during the recess time (10-15
minutes, 2 times/day);

v Approximately, 15% of the sample students play during PE period.

It is worth noting that only two schools have PE teachers. PE periods are regularly provided
for grades 4 and above in a boys’ school. According to children, “grade 1 students are too
young to play sports.”

v" 100% of the children said they love to have a PE period.
Games mostly played in PE periods are: football, pull the rope, racing/running, puzzle-game

(names of persons, animals, food, etc.), stretching, jumping (gymnastics), etc. Children said
they play football in school “when” a ball is available.

v’ Generally, there are no restrictions against boys and girls play together in school. However,
10% of female children play with girls only; and almost the same percentage of male children
play with boys only. (The case is being relative to age characteristics.)

v' About 70% of the children play with classmates; 10% of children play only with their
relatives even if younger or older (siblings, cousins, etc);

v/ Male children are allowed to play outside their homes, in the camp alleys. Girls are not
usually allowed to.
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v Male children fight violently in school and outside. Fighting takes the forms of beating and
stone-throwing. Reasons for fighting are referred to cheating while playing, winner criticizes
loser, taking each other’s food.

v' Conflict Solving:

* When fighting occurs in school, children refer to teachers to solve the problems
with their peers. Younger children said the teacher “protects” them; while 85% of
the children in Grade 4 said the teacher punishes the student who files the complaint
and asks for help.

« When fighting occurs outside school time, children refer to their parents, mostly the
father, to help solve the problem.

This is part of an assessment carried out in the camps of Neirab and Ein el-Tal in Aleppo, Syria.
It is part of an UNRWA Rehabilitation Project for the Neirab Camp, the largest of 12 camps in
all Syria and most crowded. The project concerned moving 300 families from Neirab into the
newly found camp of Ein el-Tal, on top of a hill east of Aleppo, and providing space between the
housing units in Neirab. Schools in Ein el-Tal enjoyed bigger space of a playground in addition
to a nature-spread view around.

The section in hand is the part related to play. Although the case is similar to that of the refugee
children in Lebanon camps, yet UNRWA in Lebanon faces more difficulty in regard to
availability of play spaces, crowdedness in the camps.

2. Right to play: Lebanon: Sport and play program for Palestinian refugees, internally
displaced and disadvantaged communities in  Lebanon; http://www.right
toplay.com/international/our-impact/Pages/Countries/Lebanon.aspx

3. Enfant du monde et droits de [’Homme organisation : ka convention international des
droits de l’enfant a €té ratifiée par le Liban ; http://www.emdh.org/drupal/liban

4. Right to play report 2008

5. UNICEF humanitarian Action report 2010
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F. Notes or documentation of any consultations/conversations with children

1. Association du Foyer de !’Enfant Libanais

After a meeting with two groups of children (Group I: Children between the ages of 9 and 11
years old and Group 11 of the age of 12 years old and above) on the theme "how or what to play?
Where to play, at school, at home or outside?”

The answers came as follows:

At school or in class:

Playing ball game and answering the
questions asked by the French teacher.
Earning a mark for each correct answer. 5
marks will get you a score added to the test.

In drawing class we hit each other with
erasers or little things by using elastic bands,
rulers or pens.

Kim game and find the intruder during the
French grammar class

Playing with the hair.

Throwing small chalk when the teacher
writes on the board

Playing with the liquid white corrector

Make fun of the Arabic teacher language

Using Internet in the computer resource
center

Participative course in Math

Active ways of tracking French

The School playground:

The game of hide and seek

A game of "pick up girls or boys"

Wrestling — pushing games

Walking with my friends

Tennis — Ball games

Contest who can enter the high school
playground

Very small playground where children can’t
play

War games (paper guns)

A game of "Beach / Sea"

Card game: UNO

Tug of war

Sports Class: Basketball or Football or table
tennis

Inside the house:

Play the role of inquiry: Request
identification documents of foreign workers,
and uncover the truth.

Basketball: paper balls, creative baskets

Football with a normal or paper ball

Playing with pets

Wrestling Internet / Computers
Chess /snake and scale / Risk TV / Play Station
The doll. I play with my sister / little brother (s)

War games (paper guns)

| play "war" on the terrace of my house with
my neighbor from his window room
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Playing ball on the balcony | play with my brothers: who can speak more
Draw on the board with a small chalk | play with my brothers: who can speak more

Outside the house:

Playing with the dog or cat Baby Foot / Billiard

Internet I make fun of the pedestrians / the foreign
workers

Football in the street or empty parking lots Football in the stadium

Bicycle rental Motorcycle

Swing Lego

At the end of the meeting, each team came up with the following recommendations:

In the school:
* Open and equipped playground for each age group
* Computer and Internet
* Football basketball or volleyball games
* Horseback riding
*Active ways in the educational programs to motivate students

In the house:

*Computer; Internet; Play Station PSP; Jeux de Société
*Barbie and her clothes, her house

*Colorful chalk + boards, dogs, cats

Outside the home:
* Gym / Protected and equipped playgrounds (free of charge)

* Special new bicycles / motorcycles

They wished that the AFEL was not surrounded by residential buildings and had a special court
within the day camp location.

2. Beyond Association

Location: Kafr Tibnit -Nabatiyeh

Interview with a war victim. The reason is one "mines and cluster bombs."

This is the story of the daughter of martyr Abbas Riad Jaber who was killed while dismantling a
cluster bomb in Kfarrouman.

G: What is your name?
Y: Yasmina Abbas Jaber.
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G: How old are you?
Y: I am seven years old “with a smile”.

G: What was your father’s job?
Y: Dad used to works with MAG (MAG is an international NGO in the demining sector). He
cleared the fields from cluster bombs. She smiled, but then remembered something and frowned.

G: Do you love your father Yasmina?
Y: Yes, very much but I’'m mad at him... (She repeated nervously)

G: Why?
Y: Because he went to work and didn’t come back; they told me he died and won’t come back.

Yasmina left us and went away.
After several attempts to talk to her to complete the interview she returned.

G: Yasmina tell us what did your father used to tell you when he came home from work?
Y: He used to play with my sister and 1. He used to take us out and he used to tell us that in a
couple of days the playground will be cleaned and we will be able to play and run outside.

G: Ok, do you like to go to the playground to play?

Y: No, no, no, | do not want to, because my dad went to the garden and died there. Which means
there are still cluster bombs and mines in the playground and I don’t like it anymore because it
took my father away.

G: What do you want to become when you grow up?
Y: |1 want to be like my dad and work electronics because he loved to fix things and | used to sit
next to him and work with him.
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G. Photos of the consultation

Mrs. Maria Assi
Program manager Dr. Elie Mikhael President of the Higher
Council for Childhood

Mr. Pierre filfili
Facilitator




different NGOs
Charbel Abi Nader,

Participants from
Left to right: Mr.
Mr. Rami Allaw,
Mr. Joe Awad and

Mrs. Maria Assi

Participants, Mrs. Nazha Chalita (Ministry of Labor) and Dr. Elie Mikhael (President of the Supreme Higher Council
for Childhood)




Mr. Pierre Filfili and Ms. Nisrine Salameh (participant from Right to Play- Lebanon)

H. Media coverage
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