GENERAL REPORT:  MEXICO CONSULTATION
 (THIS REPORT INCLUDES DATA FROM MEXICO CITY, ACAPULCO, MERIDA, TIJUANA, TORREON AND CUERNAVACA)

It is estimated that in 2009, 36 millions 314 mil 50 children are living in México, from which 50.6% are boys and 49.4% are girls
. 77% of the population is urbanized
, and at the national level (urban and rural areas), 3% of the children are living in home without electricity
. According to UNICEF, “economic growth over the last decade has made Mexico an upper-middle income country, but there remain tremendous disparities and social exclusion. Approximately 24 million Mexicans live in extreme poverty”
. 76.8 % of children between 0 and 1 year are registered
. Statistics on child labor are fluctuant: UNICEF mentions that “According to 1996 statistics, 3.5 million children aged between 12 and 17 are part of the formal or informal labor force”
; other data estimates that in 2006, 19.7% of children from 12 to 17 participated in economic activities
.

There is only one mention about the actions undertaken to recognize the right to leisure, recreation and cultural activities in one of the reports (2005) Mexico must send to the Committee on the Right of the Child:  “ The Act on the Protection of the Rights of Children establishes in chapter XI ´´On the right to rest and play´´ that children are entitled to these, which must be given consideration as essential factors in their development and growth, just as they are entitled to enjoy cultural and  artistic events and activities in their community”
.
The consultations with adults took place in several cities: Mexico City, Tijuana, Acapulco, Cuernavaca Mérida and Torreón. 
In Mexico City, capital of the country, 2,479,026 children are estimated to live, representing a 28.4% of the total population
. 12,172 children under 17 years old are living in rural localities within the city. 4.5% of the children are living in a household where at least one person is speaking an indigenous language
. As set out by a local NGO: “Mexico City represents one of the most diverse entity of the country; this diversity is reflected without a doubt in the childhoods that are living in this city. Unfortunately, diversity is not an aspect that is socially valorized.  On the contrary Mexico City is characterized by large gaps of inequality where diversity is lived as difference. The differences between girls, urban indigenous childhood and⁄or migrant, and children with disability, are faces of inequality”
. 
In Tijuana the population is estimated at 2 millions inhabitants, from which 1.5 millions are permanent and 500 000 floating population
, is the border more crossed in the world and a destination for  major investments in “maquila” assembly business, it is also a destination for thousands of migrants from all over the country and America Central in their intent to go to the United States. The proximity to California, (tenth world economy), as well as historical ties, family, cultural, economic and social bind between this two cities makes this city a place of great social contrasts, as well as high levels of crime  and violence. Given the government's inability to meet the needs of the population, society has been organized in non-governmental associations (more than 100 in the city).  With a higher index of education than the national average, Tijuana has several private and public universities, as well as research centers and a very rich cultural activity.
In all the consultations, although there were some nuances, very similar transgressions were identified.
The socio-cultural aspects and the predominant ideology about play were identified as the most important transgression to the right of children to play in Mexico City. An opposition is made between play and work, play is considered as a trivial activity or loss of time, and is not considered as necessary for the development of the child. In Mérida cultural factors limiting the right to play were also identified. For Tijuana’s participants, the most important infringement pointed in the same direction, but referred to the insensitivity of parents and teachers towards play. In Acapulco and Cuernavaca the lack of culture and sensitivity towards the importance of play was also analyzed.

All these identified violations are related to the social conception, but in Tijuana and in Acapulco they refer primarily to the adults who have the responsibility to ensure the right to play: parents and teachers. The teacher does not allow recreational spaces for the child and both (parents and teachers) consider it a waste of time.
The lack of family conviviality, mainly but not exclusively as the result of economic conditions, was identified in Acapulco as the most important transgression, as well as the insensitivity of fathers towards play. A similar transgression was identified in Tijuana where it was said that fathers don’t have enough time to play with their children. In Mexico it was mentioned that the economic situation of the families doesn’t allow space for parents and children to play together.
The abuse of technology and Medias was identified in Mexico City as the most common transgression to the children’s right to play. Television and videogames are occupying the major part of children's time. Television makes them consumers, as children are a privileged target of publicity and the game industry. A problem intrinsically linked with the time children spend in front of the television and videogames is obesity, Mexico being the second country in the world with higher percentages of children with obesity problems. Although it was not identified as the most common transgression, in Acapulco and in Tijuana the participants of the consultation also mentioned the bad use of technology as a limitation to free game and to socialization between children. In Mérida participants also mentioned the deterioration of play provoked by videogames and television. 

Insecurity an violence in the streets, especially problems of drug trafficking, kidnapping, vandalism and risks of traffic accidents was identified as the most common violation to the children’s right to play in Tijuana and in Acapulco. The insecurity causes parents’ fear and prevents children to go out and play in the streets or open spaces because the adults are afraid that something can happen to them. Although it has not been identified as the most common transgression in Mexico City consultation, insecurity and its correlative, the fact that the street is not yet conceived as a space where children can play, were also identified as a phenomenon that prevents the exercise of the right to play. In Mérida participants recognized the “disappearance of the street” and analyzed the social perception of insecurity and the parents’ fear that something might happen to their children in public spaces.

The inclusion of children in the organized crime’s activities, linked with drug trafficking and child prostitution, was also identified in Acapulco.
On the contrary, in Torreón it was set out that “In our region, the street is the place where children play, in spite of recent insecurity conditions that started two years ago in our town, the street never let to be the wide-spread scenario for play. (…) Street is freedom and is for play”. It was also mentioned that because of the climate (very hot weather), it is impossible sometimes to stay at home, and the street is identified as the only place where children can play. One of the major problems here is the high risk of road accidents. 

The lack of acknowledgement by the law of the right to play was identified in Mexico City. In the Mexican Constitution, Article 4th say that "children have the right to satisfy their needs for food, health, education and healthy recreation for their integral development." The federal Law for the protection of the rights of children and adolescents recognizes the rights to children to rest and to play, and to enjoy cultural and artistic activities and manifestations (Art. 33 and 34). Some local laws only recognize the right to play implicitly, but don’t do it explicitly. The consequence is in a lack of distinction between play and other activities such as sports, recreation, or educational games, etc. The lack of specific reference to free and spontaneous play leads to a lack of legal or administrative entity to monitor this right, nor enables the society to have mechanisms in order to pressure the government to make this right effective.

The lack of social policies and budget exclusively dedicated to the children’s right to play, and to promote social and cultural values, was identified in Mexico City and in Tijuana. In Tijuana the lack of cultural infrastructure was include in this infringement. 

The absence of respect of the right to play in the school environment was mentioned in Mexico City. In Acapulco a similar transgression has been identified, that refers to the fact that the educational system is more interested in academic results, and that there is a lack of implementation of play techniques in primary and secondary schools. In Cuernavaca the saturation of academic activities as well as the pressure of the academic programs were identified as transgressions, as well of the lack of physical space in the schools. In Mérida it was said that in schools, spaces that children usually used to play freely are inhibited, and that the “educational game theory” that is used in educational settings represents an homogeneous vision of play and doesn’t allow children to play really. In Torreón the lack of space and time dedicated to play in the schools was explained in part by the fact that play is not considered by adults as a ludic activity, but as an activity to rest: there is no time for play outside of the break time. Additionally in Cuernavaca the lack of teachers’ training, and the limitation of their creativity and interest were also mentioned. 

In Tijuana the participants also identified as a transgression of Article 31st. the lack of quality of the artistic and cultural work of people working with children, and the lack of professionalization and academic infrastructure to train artists and people working in cultural institutions with children. 

The excess of extracurricular activities that adults impose to children is another impediment to their free and spontaneous play identified in Mexico City, Cuernavaca and Acapulco. This impairment affects more children in urban and middle classes because parents feel they must be kept in activities they considered "significant" for their development.

Child labor was identified in Mexico City and Tijuana and Mérida as one of the situations that severely limits the time children have to play, although it was specified in Mérida that even if child labor restrict their right to play, working children manage to find spaces to play. This impediment includes all children engaged in activities to produce a certain income, but also affects many children and young people who are responsible for their brothers’ care, domestic work in their homes or many responsibilities within the family that restrict the time they can spend playing. In Acapulco the excess of domestic activities was identified as a different transgression that economic activities of children, although the main cause of both transgressions (poverty of the families) and the consequence (limitation of the time available to play) are the same. In Torreón the time children spend doing domestic activities were also analyzed as a transgression. 

A lack of consideration of spaces for children´s play in urban planification, and especially the lack of space at home, that limits children’s free play possibility, was identified in Acapulco, Mexico City, Tijuana and Torreón, transgression linked with the lack of the habitat regulation by the State, or a corruption in the system that does not supervise the few laws that mention the need for taking in account this spaces. The lack of physical space not only inside but also outside the residential complexes was also mentioned. 

The lack of green spaces, parks and gardens where children can play, and the lack of maintenance of the existent ones were mentioned in Acapulco, Mexico City, Tijuana and Torreón.  In Torreón where the street was identified as a place where children can play, it was said that, apart from being few, parks, football fields and other open areas are not considered as places for children to play, and are planned and monopolized by adults for recreational activities and communitarian conviviality. 
The difficulty of access of children with disability to public spaces to play was identified in Mexico City, Tijuana and Acapulco as in the few public spaces where children in general can play there is no consideration for them or for their special needs. This is part of a broader phenomenon that has to do with the segregation of other children like indigenous, migrant, children with AIDS or cancer, poor and excluded children and children in institutions. 

In Torreón a special emphasis was made on the absence of possibilities to play for children in institutions, especially in hospitals. One of the reasons given for this transgression is that all the activities of those children are thought to comply with the only aim of their institutionalization (therapies, medical treatments, etc.). In residential institutions time is administrated and distributed according to the program of the institution, with the objective to keep children occupied, and there is no opportunities for free play.
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